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U. S. DEPAREvlENT OF LABOR 
Wage and Hour and Publio Cont rac t s Div i s ions 

Washington 25, D. C. 

PROPOSES NEW WAGE ORDER FCR CIGAR AND CIGARETTE INDUSTRY IN PUERTO RICO 

Notice of h i s in t en t jon to adopt a new •mage order under t h e Fa i r 

Labor Standards Act which v/ould cont inue t h e minimura r a t e of 30 cen t s an hour 

for the Cigar and C i g a r e t t e I n d u s t r y in Puerto Rico vreis announoed today by 

Wra. R, MoComib, Adra in is t ra tor of t h e Waga and Hour and Pub l i e Cont rac t s Div i ­

s i o n s , U. S, Departmemt of Labor. 

Text of t h e proposed VTage order i s publ i shed in t h e Federa l Reg i s t e r 

today. Copies of t h e f ind ings ftnd opinion upon which i t i s based a r e a-vail­

ab le . on r eques t t o t h e D i v i s i o n s . I n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s a re given 15 days in 

-which t o f i l e except ions and suppor t ing r e a s o n s , in q u a d r u p l i c a t e , -with t h e 

A d m i n i s t r a t o r , in Washington, D. C, 

Announcement by MoComib today follows a pub l i c hoar ing a t which 

i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s were afforded en oppor tun i ty t o express t h » i r views on the 

conclus ions of a t r i - p a r t i t e i n d u s t r y oommittee vihich s tud ied cond i t i ons in 

t h e i n d u s t r y l a s t summer and recommended t h a t the r a t e e s t a b l i s h e d by t h e 

-wage order in e f f e c t s inoe Ju ly 16 , 1945, be con t inued . Undor a s p e c i a l 

p rov i s ion i n the Wago and Hour Law, i t has been p o s s i b l e to e s t a b l i s h minimum 

•wage r a t e s for Puerto Rican i n d u s t r i e s lower t han the 40-cents -an-hour 

s t a t u t o r y miniraum whioh has pre 'vni led for t h e c o n t i n e n t a l United S t a t e s sinoe 

October 24, 1945, 

The proposed e f f e c t i v e da te in the wage order armounced today i s 

August 9, At the e x p i r a t i o n of the 15-day per iod of n o t i c e begun t oday , the 

Adminis t ra to r w i l l give n o t i e e of h i s f i na l a c t i o n . 
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